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monplace security against the promise of* a great
future.

Disappointed love, trust betrayed, and a good deal
of wounded vanity laid youth's blissful confidence
away in its coffin. It became Stresemann's purpose
to enter upon life as a hard cold fighter. He wanted
to prove his strength if only to make her regret
him. But hardness and coldness fell from him like
an impersonation that is put aside, and all the illusions
of indestructible youth blossomed forth victoriously
from a first unhappy love.

To begin with, his path led him into a very modest
and limited contact with reality. The post of manager
in the Union of Saxon Chocolate Manufacturers,
which he took up in the year 1901, offered him very
narrow scope in a small section of the business world;
but it did put him in the position to display, on how-
ever small a scale, the abilities that made it possible for
him to solve the greater problems that were to con-
front him later. With that quickness of compre-
hension that was peculiar to him, that kind of thought-
shorthand that so startled his associates in after days,
he soon got his bearings in a sphere of activity that
was to him quite unfamiliar.

The Saxon chocolate industry was suffering from the
persistence of a number of small businesses and a
reluctance to combine. Gustav Stresemann, who him-
self experienced the collapse of a small business like
that of his father, wasted no time in idle lamentation
over a regrettable development, but sought to guide
himself by the conclusion that he drew from this
individual case as from many other signs of the times.
He felt that the modern world called for the construe-